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GRAND KNIGHT S REPORT

Its January 26", and as usual | m
late getting started on the Grand Knight s
Report. Only five more to go.

Earlier this month, Bob Combs the
father of Dennis Combs, a long-time

member of our Council and also Deputy

Grand Knight when | joined passed away after a sudden
illness. Bob was a great guy, who took his grandson lan to
and from St. Johns school every day, and helped out when
he was there. As a tribute to Dennis, the Council is
donating an inscribed hymnal to the Church, as we did also
for Herb Wendorf.

We had an outstanding Mass of the Innocents and
reception this past Monday evening. Some 120 te enagers
and chaperones from Florida attended, after participating in
the March for Life during the day. I didnt count the house,
but I d estimate there were maybe thirty parishioners,
Knights, and ladies, plus another twenty people assisting
with the service, including the clergy, lectors, cantor,
accompanist, and Color Corps. Msgr. Kazista gave an
outstanding homily for the event, as usual We had three 6-
foot subs for the teenagers at the reception, plus some
donated food, all of which they inhaled in no time flat. We
then ordered four large pizzas, which they also made short
work of. A parishioner contributed $20 toward the cost of
the pizzas, for which we are very grateful.

Many thanks to Steve and Liz Sutkowski, our
Council Pro-Life Couple, who chaired the event, for all their
hard work. Also to their son, who helped out, and to all the
other people that helped out. There were the usual minor
buffles just before it, but everything turned out OK. Steve
said this was the best Mass of the Innocents and reception
yet, and from the ones | ve seen, | agree with him. We
hope to do even better next year. But we hope even more,
of course, that some year it will no longer be necessary.

Monday, January 29", before you receive this, we
will have had our Knights Out at the Hollywood East. A
District meeting has been called for the same night, so |
can t attend, but | know it will be as enjoyable as usual.

Tuesday, January 30", is CHI bingo. | hope we
have a good turn out. We need a new caller in particular.

Wednesday evening, January 31%, to complete a
busy month, we wil have held the Council grade-school
free-throw competition. Then on Sunday afternoon,
February 4™, we are hosting the District free-throw
competition. | hope many of you will have turned out to
help Tom Bur (chairing the events this year) with both, and
also to observe them. T he kids really appreciate it.
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Our February business meeting is Thursday the 8",
at 7:30 PM in our usualroom. This is the meeting for
introducing resolutions for the State Convention in May. If
accepted by the Council, they Il be printed in the newsletter,
for final approvalin March. Im considering one asking the
State to petition Supreme to let qualified wives and widows of
Knights in good standing take the First Degree.

February 10" is the annual Tootsie Roll dinner at St.
Raphael s, where the proceeds from the whole county are
distributed to organizations serving the handicapped. Itis a
very heart-warming event. Our Council always has a table.

Our Knights Out, on Sunday, February 18" the
evening before the Presidents Day holiday, is the annual
Anthracite Ball at Rosensteel. Details are posted elsewhere
in the newsletter. Sponsored by Cardinal O Boyle 4" Degree
Assembly, this is an outstanding event, with good food and
drink, good music, and good fun and fellowship.

Cardinal O Boyle 4" Degree Assembly is also
holding its annual renewal of obligations three nights before,
on Thursday, February 15". This is a chance for members of
the 4™ Degree to repeat the promises they made for al three
degrees. The Rosary will precede it; refreshments will follow.

For our February social meeting (Saturday the 24"
rather than Thursday the 22"%), Deputy Grand Knight Tom
Capo is providing tickets to The Rumble in Ritchie, the 1°
Collegiate Boxing Invitational. The event, sponsored bythe
University of Maryland Boxing Club, to which Tom is faculty
advisor, takes place at Ritchie Coliseum on Route 1. Doors
open at 6:30 PM and bouts startat 7:00. It sounds like an
outstanding event. If interested, call Tom at 301-879-0588.

Kudos to Tom also for chairing the January business
meeting, when | was sick with a bad case of bronchitis. He
did so welll ve asked him to chair the Nominating Committee
for next year, consisting of the active PGK s and myself. The
Committee will meeton March 22" to draw up a slate of
officers. There might be a preliminary meeting February 22",
if the Chairman so decides. Please contact Tom if you d be
willing to serve the Council in an office. If Tom calls you
about serving in an office next year, please respond
favorably. Like the Marines, we need a few good men.

Coming up March 10th is our annual Family Mass,
dinner (lasagna), and charitable auction. T he next day,
March 11", is the 4" Degree Exemplification at the University
of Maryland. W e have two candidates so far, and hope for
more. March 17" I m contemplating another Day At The
Races, which went over wel last year. If that conflicts too
much with St. Patrick s Day festivities, | may slip itto the 24",
Our Spring Council planning meeting willbe March 29th.
Then March 31% is the stripping of palms for Palm Sunday. It
will be a busy month.

Yours in Christ, Mike Johns




DISTRICT DEPUTY S DISCOURSE
February 2007

When January chills the air and it is time to think
deeply of winter, we retreat to the comfort of house and
home, and the special comforts of family. Streets are quiet
and the atmosphere neighborly. Perhaps there is no better
time than winter to reflect on what this time and place are
all about. We decide to make improvements in our lives
and try to refocus our thoughts and our goals.

The Councils of District Eleven are entering into
the final half of the Fraternal Year. Now is the time to
reaffirm and to rededicate ourselves as Knights of
Columbus to those ideals set forth in the chalenges of
becoming a Knight. The strength of the Knights of
Columbus is its ability to adjust to the challenges of
change, focusing on the problems of immediate concern
and developing appropriate solutions. The end of the
calendar year should be a time to reflect on the progress
made in the preceding months.

Let s start the remaining portion of the Fraternal
Year in a positive manner, with the thought of obtaining the
prestigious award, The Star Council. With the emphasis
being placed on the acquisition of new members to each
Council in the District, recruitment efforts should be
redo ubled with Sta r Council as the goal.

Let each Council of the District give all its energy
to the common goal of membership recrutment. To
achieve this goal, every District Eleven Council should
establish a recruitment plan, each member within each
Council should have the responsibility of bringing in a new
member and staying with that new recruituntil he reaches
full Knighthood, contact suspended members offering them
ways to return to the Knights of Columbus, and establish
100 percent of quota as a goal to be obtained, no later than
the end of the third month of the new year.

Ernest E. Harley , District Deputy #11

STATE DEPUTY S MESSAGE February 2007

____________________________________________________________________________|
Thank you to everyone who attended the Mid-

Term meeting on January 6™. Although the turnout of
Grand Knights and Deputy Grand Knights was lower than
in prior years, we received many positive comments that
the meeting was very informative and useful. Many thanks
to the Executive Staff, Presenters, W ardens to the State
Deputy and the Ladies Activities Team for a great day. A
special thank you to District Warden Clarence Morris for
making the arrangements for the meeting and to Marye
Wells for her assistance with the ladies activities. Also, our
thanks to Monsignor Kenney and the Liturgy Team for the
arrangements for the Mass.

We still have open seats for the bus trip to the
Supreme Council Headquarters and Museum on March 2-
4. The trip includes two nights accommodations, tour of
the Supreme Counci Headquarters and Museum,
Saturday evening Mass at St. Mary s Church and Saturday
evening dinner at K of C Council #5. If you are interested in
going, please contact Pat Corcoran at 410-588-5880. This
trip supports our State Scholarship Fund.
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The Founders Day Mass will be held on Sunday,
March 18" at the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen with dinner to
follow at Notre Dame Council. Please join us as we celebrate
our Orders 125" anniversary. Contact Paul Jones at 410-
521-9514 for tickets and additional information.

We are quickly approaching our next Membership
Blitz which will be held from February 3™ through March 18".
Every Council should plan at least one recruiting drive during
this period and Grand Knights should notify their District
Deputies of the dates when the recruitment drive will be held.

Every Knight in the Maryland Jurisdiction is eligible
to eam the 2006-2007 Silver Knight Membership Award. To
earn the award, all you have to do is: recruittwo new
mem bers, participate in three programs with your Council,
and attain the Third Degree. If you have not earned the
membership pin, you still have five months to eam the
award. Now is the time to offer another eligible Catholic man
membership in our organization and the Experience of a
Lifetime.

With the Grace of the Holy Spirit,
Edgar D. Haynes , KCHS, State Deputy

STATE CHAPLAIN S MESSAGE February 2007
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Dear Brother Knights and Ladies:

Well finally were supposed to get socked with bad
weather! Whether or not the weather will be bad isnt up to us
but rather to nature. One thing s for sure: what will be will be
(at least as weather goes). Not so with our free will. We can
choose to be cheerful and kind despite our inclination to
predict rain on the day of an outdoor event. Its hard to be up
when everyone else is down.

| am convinced that one of the greatest gifts we can
give those closest to us is the gift of cheerfulness and the
lack of a complaining spirit. How easy it is to be uncharitable
when everyone else is joining their voices in a complaining
spirit. It does nothing but create more gloom and doom. |
once lived in a community that was called by many people
the house of gloom and doom. A heaviness seemed to
cover the house the moment a visitor entered the front door.
Do you know places like that? You just get there and you
imme diately look forward to the time when you can leave--in
order to go to a more lighthearted environment.

Can anything be worth passing on a heaviness of
spirit? It certainly isn t becoming a spirit of authentic
Christianity! As Catholic Knights of Columbus we are caled
to be people of other-conscious love. We are asked to bring
hope to widows and joy to kids who have lost parents and
close relatives. We are asked to reach out to the com munity
with acts of kindness and charity. We are called to build and
plant and be an anchor of hope in a world of darkness and
gloom.

Knights of Columbus should be people of joy and
laughter...not just the kind that comes from a cold beer or a
fast card game. We are called to give Christs joy to the
world. If we do that, others will catch on to the joy, and the
world will be brighter, better and beautiful!

Live Jesus! God Bless You!

Msgr. Jeremiah F. Kenney , KCHS, State Chaplain




NEWS FROM SUPREME

|
Volunteerism

The history of the Knights of Columbus s
involvement in community life is a record of outstanding
benevolent achievement. Volunteerism informed by
Christian concern is the hallmark of the Knights of
Columbus.

Much of the success of the Orders volunteer
record can be attributed to the fact that the Supreme
Council does not mandate participation in any volunteer
initiative. Fraternal and charitable programs arise at the
grassroots level to meet local needs.

As the Order has grown, so has its charitable
contributions and volunteer services. In the past decade,
Knights raised and donated nearly $1 bilion to numerous
charitable causes and volunteered nearly 400 million hours
of service.

Special Olympics

Among the larger gifts of time and money the
Order makes annually is to Special Olympics and other
programs for people with intellectual and/or physical
disabilities. Combined gifts in these categories totaled
more than $17 million in 2004.

A new partnership with Special Olympics began in
2005, when the Order committed $1 million over 4 years to
enhance the growth of Special Olympics programs in North
America and pledged more volunteers for state and local
games. The partnership includes adirect investment in the
growth of Special Olympics Mexico and the establishment
of similar programs in other jurisdictions of the Order in the
Caribbean and the Phillippines. (KofC.org)

L
FRATERNAL BENEFITS
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A Valentine Thought

Its that time of the year again! A
time to tellyour Valentine just how much
you really do love her. What are you going
to get her this year? Flowers? Some candy
and a card?

Why don t you get her something
that truly shows what she means to you.
We are talking about life insurance. Give her the greatest
gift of all: the financial security that she willneed when you
arent here anymore.

Sure, flowers are pretty and smell nice, but there is
nothing left when they die. Candy is wonderfultoo, but
once Valentine s Day is over, it too is gone. What is left,
when youre gone?

Call me for an appointment--so we can make sure
there is something left for her.

Fraternally,

Rick Morin, 301-384-7627

Columbian Crossing
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Upcoming McNama ra Chapter Meetings

Meetings of the McNamara Chapter of Grand
Knights are held the third Wednesday of each month. All
Council officers, Past Grand Knights, and other interested
Knights are invited and encouraged to attend. Meetings
begin at 8 PM, at a different location each month.

Upcoming 2007 Chapter meetings and topics:

February 21 Topic: Seminarian Support
Prince Georges Council 2809

College Park

March 21 Topic: Membership
Mater Dei Council 9774

Rockville

K of C STATE TRIPS 2007
Caribbean Cruise: Feb. 2-12

Bus Trip to Supreme Headquarters: Mar. 2-4. See
State Deputy s Message.

FROM THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY

| will be out of town from January 15th to March 4.
Dues have been maied out. If you did not receive yours,
please call and leave a message. | check both my voice mail
and e-mails.

Guy Bellia , Financial Secretary

WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME

Have you welcomed anyone to Sunday Mass with a
smile and a hello? Something as simple as this can make a
big difference in a person s day and maybe in the persons
life. Try it. You too will benefit from the experience.

Don Lazas, PGK

FAMILY OF THE MONTH

This month we pay tribute to one of our most
personable brothers and his lovely spouse Don and Hilda
Lazas. Don was a founding member of our Counci and,
since that time, has been our greatest recruiter. He has been
constantly involved in the Council, offering to help in every
way he can and always delivering a first-rate performance in
whatever he takes on.

Don and Hilda grew up in the area, Don graduating
from Gonzaga High School and Hilda from Immaculate
Conception Academy. Don went on to receive a bachelor s
degree in business administration from George Washington




University and masters in generaladministration from
Maryland. They were married in 1959 and have eight
children and, currently, twenty-one grandchildren.

Hilda is retired from the Montgo mery County
School System and Don is retired from the Finance
Department of the Montgomery County Government. They
have been active in the parish for 41 years. Don was
previously active in CYO sports and was president of the
Parish Council. They are currentlyin the Leisure Club and
have participated in the Smal Faith Communities program.
They enjoy traveling, the theater and, of course, activities
with their grandchildren.

In our Council, Don is a Past Grand Knight, a past
chairman of the Sunday Breakfast, and eight-time
chairman of the Charity Raffle. He has also been a
Program Chairman. Don maintains a member database for
the Council and participates in the production and
distribution of the Council newsletter. He led the effort to
establish a Council web site.

The Council is truly blessed to count Don and
Hilda as part of our family and look forward to their
continued participation in the future.

Jack Sherman , Family Director

CHURCH ACTIVITY

Have Little Chil dren Come Unto Me

In last November s issue of Columbian Crossing,
reference was made to Archbishop Wuerl s remark that our
bishops, as successors of the Apostles and shepherds of
the flock, are in reality, someone who knew
someone...who knew someone that walked with Jesus.
Using a portion of the proceeds from last fall s art auction,
our Council, in Christian love and compassion, decided to
assist a community that can make a secular claim
comparable to that of our archbishop. | refer to the
embattled and rapidly diminishing number of our
Palestinian Christian brothers and sisters in the Holy Land,
which comprises Israel, Palestine, and part of Jordan.
Many of them are descendants of that first generation that
either heard and responded to Jesus call, or were later
inspired by the Spirit-filled testimony and miracles of His
disciples, as recountedin the Acts of the Apostles.

The adjective embattled seems appropriate, given
that Holy Land Christians are today severely victimized on
the one hand by the on-going struggle between the Israeli
government and Islamic militants, and on the other by the
indifference of Israel s neighbors. Trapped by the
uncompromising premise, if you re not with us, then you
must be against us, these Holy Land Christians are
steadily being squeezed out of the economic, political, and
societal equation. With unemployment among them rising
above 60%, many families can no longer afford decent
housing, medical care, or Catholic schooling for their
children; instead, they are dependent on Church-based
charities. Until recent times, Palestine was the traditional
home of as many as 350,000 Christians, who in 1949
numbered about 18% of the population; today, they
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account for less than 2%! Since 1944, the Christian
population of Jerusalem has declined from 30,000 to 2,000;
and three times as many Bethlehem Christians have been
caught up in the Palestinian diaspora as remain today in the
birthplace of our Savior. Soon there may be no more resident
Christians in the Holy Land, otherthan the mere handful of
religious who lovingly care forthe sacred Holy Land sites.

These brothers and sisters of ours in the faith share
much in common with their neighbors: the same biblical
foundation as the Jewish people, and the same common
language, culture, andtraditions as Palestinian Muslims.
They are ideally situated to be not only a bridge for peace
and understanding in a tragically troubled region, but also an
anchoring presence for our own Christian heritage. If they are
to remain in place, then Christians everywhere must express
solidarity with them in the form of spiritual, economic, and
political support. Understandably, these beleaguered
brethren of ours wish to lead dignified lives, rather than be
charity cases. However, if our Catholic faith is to be
maintained among their children, who will constitute the next
generation upon whom so much will depend, then a solid
Catholic education is vital. Given curmrent economic realities,
tuition costs are, of necessity, kept far below the actual cost
of educating a child so that no student is turned away due to
inability to pay. Consequently, the 42 Catholic schools that
educate 10,000 Christian students desperately need financial
assistance.

From the proceeds of our fall art auction, and at the
invitation of the Maryland State Council, a $300 donation was
sent to the Christian educational support program of the
Bethesda, MD-based The Holy Land Christian Ecumenical
Foundation, which works in close collaboration with the Latin
Patriarch (Catholic Archbishop) of Jerusalem. In return,
we ve received a profile on Fakhry Saadeh Sa adeh,
kindergarten student, who was born on May 8", 2002, and
lives in Bir Zeit (approximately 15 miles north of Jerusalem)
with his father Sa adeh, a driver; his mother Mary, a
secretary; and one sister and one brother. Not surprisingly,
his hobby is listed as playing, and his talent as sports. The
pastor of his Queen of Peace Parish is Fr. Aziz Halaweh.

May Christ abundantly bless our Council and parish
for responding to His call, Have little children come unto
Me.

Marty Foye , Church Activities Director

PAST GRAND KNIGHTS IN SJB COUNCIL 11106
|
2003 Jack Sherman 1997 Ernie Harley
2002 Henry Hartley 1996 Don Lazas
2001 Jim Meyer 1995 Bob Bartol
2000 Henry Hartley 1994 Joe Denson
1999 Jack Sherman 1993 Ed Srsic (Charter)
1998 Steve S utkowski

Holy Family #5547

1981 Paul Fenton

1980 Michael Prokopchak
1977 Guy Bellia

Mt. St. Mary s #1965
1979 Paul Fives




BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
L

February Birthdays

Pat Rinn

Betty Peters

Elizabeth Tran

Deborah (Debbie) Rinaldi
Christine Tanner
Eugene Kessler, LTC
Gregory Murad

Gabriel Ruiz

Judith Nestor

Sylvia Lynch

February Anniversaries

John and Linda King
Robert and Barbara Fricke
Alejandro and Astrid Diaz
Gregory and Jeanne Murad
March Birthdays

Deacon John Cermak
Patricia Lyon, Jr.
Robern Bartol, PGK
Mary Gregos

Richard Chauncey
Augustus Valentine
Mary Cermak

Edward Haley

Mary Rogers, Jr.
Joseph Kaiser
Thomas Capo

Marie Patrone

Alice Marie (Sis) Whelan
Barbara Hamilton
Daniel Connors
Evelyn Marie Madden
John Sherman, PGK
Lois Sherman

Gary Tanner

Rev. Francis Kazista

March Anniversaries

Steve and Kim McCulloch

John and Debbie Creel

James and Evelyn Marie Madden
Robert and Patricia (Pat) Harigan

February 01
February 02
February 06
February 15
February 16
February 17
February 19
February 23
February 26
February 28

February 14
February 15
February 18
February 19

March 04
March 13
March 14
March 16
March 18
March 19
March 20
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 23
March 23
March 25
March 26
March 28
March 28
March 30
March 30
March 30
March 31

March 12
March 18
March 22
March 31
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KNIGHTS OUT

CARDINAL PATRICK A.
O BOYLE
ASSEMBLY #386
FOURTH DEGREE
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

PRESENTS

ANTHRACITE NITE

ROSENSTEEL COUNCIL HALL
9707 ROSENSTEEL AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2007
OPEN BAR

4:00 APPETIZERS
Bratwurst and Sauerkraut
Vegetable Tray
Cheese & Crackers

5:00 DINNER

Garden Salad
Top Sirloin of Beef
Mashed Potatoes

6:00 - 10:00 DANCING

MUSIC BY
HEIDI AND HELMUT ECHO

POLKA, BIG BAND, R&B,
TRADITIONAL

COST: $25 PER PERSON
FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT
ERNEST HARLEY 301-989-9346




FAMILY MASS
LASAGNA DINNER
WHITE ELEPHAN T AUCTION

RELATIVES AND FRIENDS
AND ESPECIALLY CHILDREN
ARE WELCOME

SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 20 07

Mass - 5: 00 PM
St. John th e Baptist Chu rch

Dinner -6:0 0 PM
Lyon Center

Auction-7: 00 PM

*f y our name beg ins wi th:

A-K, please bring a Sal ad

L-Z, please b ring a Desse rt

* Each at tendee is also as ked

to contribute o ne orm ore
unwrapped it ems to be
aucti oned off . Children s
items i ncluded.

Proceeds from the auct ion
will be use dforaKn ight s
Charity

For questions and reservations,
contact Jac k Sherman
jsherman00@aol.com

or 301-384-8071

Knights Out

Clergy and Religio us
Appreciation
Dinner

Sir Walter Raleigh Inn
6323 Greenbelt Road
College Park, MD

Tuesday, March 27, 2007
6:30 Cocktails 7:00 Dinner
Menu

ExpansiveSalad Bar
Choice of (You must select with reservation)

BBQ Chicken Breast
Hawaiian Chicken Breast
Prime Rib of Beef

Jumbo Lump Crab @ke
Sirloin Steak

Baked New England Scrod

Baked Potato or Seamed Vegetables
Bread, Rolls and Buter
Chocolate Mousse

Soda, Iced Tea, Hot Tea, Ctiee

$22 Including Tax and Gratuity
Contact Jack Sherman for reservations,
301-384-8071 or jsherman00@aol.com
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